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February 20, 2018 

 

Dear Independence High School Parents and Guardians, 

Last week's tragedy in Florida was a horrible reminder of just how vulnerable we are.  During 
a recent interview, a teacher from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida said the 
staff had worked with every one of their classes on safety procedures and had talked with 
their students about what to do in the case of an emergency.  She said they felt prepared for 
a gunman.  And while it’s certain more lives could have been lost without their active 
preparation, this is of little consolation for the families of the 17 victims of this senseless 
tragedy. 

The safety and security of our students and staff is our highest priority.  We inform our 
students that there is a zero tolerance policy on weapons brought to school.  Despite that, 
this year we have had students bring handguns to our schools in three separate incidents. 
 Fortunately, in each situation other students reported the guns and the events ended with 
an arrest and with everyone safe and accounted for.  The district has moved for expulsion in 
each case.  In each of these incidences, a student obtained a gun from a relative without 
their knowledge, and simply put it in his backpack and brought it to school. In two of the 
cases, the guns were locked in a gun safe.  The intent in all three cases was to sell or show 
off, not to harm anyone. 

Each school site has a crisis response team that reviews safety concerns, runs regular 
evacuation, shelter in place, and lockdown drills, and develops a comprehensive safety plan 
that is reviewed annually by local law enforcement, the RJUHSD School Board, and the Placer 
County Office of Education. We partner with Placer County Sheriff, Roseville Police 
Department and Sacramento County Sheriff, who house officers at each of our 
comprehensive campuses and at Adelante. 

Our Facilities Department continues to add fencing and gates at each of our school sites in an 
effort to deter intruders and channel visitors to the front office for proper check-in. 
 Currently, our Technology Department is facilitating the installation of security cameras at 
every school site.  Security camera installation has been completed at Antelope, Oakmont, 
and Roseville high schools, with the other sites to be completed in the very near future. 



As a district, we have adopted an electronic emergency response system that allows staff to 
report suspicious activity, receive two-way communication during an emergency situation, 
account for the students under their supervision, and provides first responders with the 
coordinates and status of every staff member who logs into the system.   Furthermore, the 
red “Help Us Stay Safe” button found on every school’s website allows anyone to report 
threats, harassment, bullying, or suspicious activity anonymously to the school’s 
administration.  These systems are in addition to the Blackboard Connect system used to 
communicate with parents and guardians via phone, email, and text message during an 
emergency. 

In addition, every school site has counselors, psychologists, nurses, social work interns and 
marriage and family therapist interns trained to support the mental health and social-
emotional needs of our students. We are currently examining the use of comprehensive 
Wellness Centers in other California school districts, where staff may be able to successfully 
triage and assess students’ emotional needs more effectively.  And, we continue to develop 
community partnerships to better support our students and families when their needs 
cannot be met with district support. 

With that in mind, we are participating in a community forum on School Safety sponsored by 
Placer County Supervisor Jack Duran.  The event will be on March 8th at 7pm at the Placer 
County Fairgrounds.   

Most importantly, the relationships we build with your children are the most effective way to 
prevent violence.  The better our relationships with our students, and the more they trust 
the adults in their lives, the more likely they are to come to us with the things they hear and 
see on campus or on social media that disturb them.   We will continue to foster positive 
relationships one student at a time.  Please reinforce with your child the importance of 
notifying any adult on this campus if they see or hear of anything suspicious.   

We owe it to our students and our school community to do everything we can to prevent a 
tragedy on our school campuses.  Please feel free to reach out to any member of your child’s 
administration team with concerns about student safety. 

 In appreciation of our partnership, 

 

Ron Severson, RJUHSD Superintendent 

and 
 
Debra L. Latteri, Principal of Independence High School 


